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Scottish Regional 
Race Management 

Conference 
 
A message to any RYA 
Qualified Race Officers, 
Judges or Umpires of the Club:
  
The Scottish Regional Race 
Management Conference will 
take place on the 10th of March
at the Brisbane Lounge, 
Sportscotland National Centre, 
Largs.  B&B accommodation is 
also available at £25 per night, 
contact the National Centre on 
01475 674666.  
 
If you are interested in 
attending, contact Craig Evans 
who will be at the event. 

Junior Sailing 
 
Richard Brooker is our new 
volunteer junior sailing co-
ordinator. Richard would like to 
invite you to a meeting to 
discuss junior sailing at the 
clubhouse; 8pm 16th February. 
Those who have been integral 
to junior sailing before will be 
contacted directly but we are 
also keen to involve those who 
have not taken part before. 
Don’t be shy! 
 
Please call or email Richard, if 
you have any ideas or 
suggestions. 
 
Club members who wish 
their children to take part in 
junior sailing, require to 
contact Richard by the end 
of February. 

On a lighter note, while preparing for the newsletter, I 
uncovered an article from the P&J dated May 21 1988 
celebrating the club’s 30th anniversary (best we start 
planning the 2008 50th anniversary celebrations!). How 
many faces do you recognise in the picture? 
 
The P&J wrote, "Like exotic birds, they migrate inland 
every March to the more tranquil waters of Loch Skene. 
There they hone their skills until June and the promise 
of fine sea sailing tempts them back to base in 
Stonehaven." 

Sound familiar?  The Skene 2007 work party day is set 
for Saturday 3rd March to prepare for setting sail on 
Sunday 4th March.  We are hoping for the usual good 
turn out, maybe even one or two exotic birds! 

Finally an advanced warning - we are going digital. 
Our intention is that edition 2 of Overboard will be 
electronic. Members will be able to download direct 
from the website.  For those of you who still like a 
printed copy to read with your cuppa a number of paper 
copies will also be available at the club to take away. 

Enjoy Overboard. 

John Cruickshank Commodore  

Commodores Comment  
From page 1 

dislodged and are falling from the cliff face.  Sadly, a 
dinghy in the beach park was damaged. Members are 
politely reminded they have sole responsibility for their 
dinghies on club premises and must ensure suitable 
insurance cover. 
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New club RIB & RYA Powerboat Level 
2 Course 

 

We have just taken delivery of our new (well 2nd hand) 
Humber Assault 4.5 m RIB. This replaces Spare RIB for 
junior sailing at Skene. It also enhances our powerboat 
support enabling Craig Evans and his Team to organise 
training courses at the same time as regular club sailing 
in Stonehaven. This will avoid any worry of conflict. 
Comments on the new boat; QUOTE... "She is a lovely 
boat, almost like new but with a 2 stroke engine. Andy 
McLellan and I went down to InverKip to see her and take 
a test drive in late December and the price was so good 
that it was agreed to buy her. She is well equipped with 
nav light, A frame, DSC radio and other bits and pieces” 
 

 The next training course is 17-18 
February. Members are encouraged to take up the 
opportunity of rescue boat training. For obvious reasons, 
it is in the best interests of the club to have as 
many trained and competent in powerboat handling as is 
practical. Due to the new RIB there are 9 places 
available. The cost for member is £20 per person to 
cover the certificate, log book and other club expenses.  
  
To Book your place, please contact Craig Evans on: 
Craig.evans@scottishwater.co.uk or 
craig@kinnernie.wanadoo.co.uk 
01330 833460 (H) 07714 125381 (M) 01224 675107 (W) 
 
If you missed this one others will be run during the year. 
 

RYA Shorebased 
Courses 

 
Club member and RYA 
Yachtmaster instructor 
and examiner Mike Dixon 
will be running shorebased 
theory courses in 2007.  
 
Mike has been successfully 
running RYA theory 
courses for a number of 
years. Members who may be 
interested in attaining their 
Yachtmaster, Day Skipper or 
Coastal Skipper 
endorsements should 
contact Mike direct. Details 
are also available on the 
RYA website. These courses 
are open to the public so 
members should be aware 
that it is on first come first 
served basis. 
  
Mike will be running 
VHF/SRC radio courses in 
the Spring: no dates as yet,
but last year he ran three 
one-day courses in early 
May. 
  
Please contact Mike Dixon 
directly on;  
mikedixonsbs@rya-online.net  

01569 764080 
 

  
www.asyc.org.uk_________________ _________________________________________________________www.asyc.org.uk_________________ _________________________________________________________ 
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Membership Update 
 
Thank you to all of you who have returned their fees and membership forms on time. 
Unfortunately over 60 (1/3 of the membership) have not done so at the time of writing this 
(31/1/07). This is disappointing and causes great problems when making up the duty rota. 
Any suggestions for improving this return in future years would be welcome. 
 
Winnie Gillespie Membership Secretary 

    
 

Club Room Refurbishment 
January 2007

We are pleased to report that next time 
you sail at Stonehaven you will have a 
fully refurbished club room to relax in 
prior to and after sailing! 
 

 
During the first four weekends of this year, an enthusiastic group of folk have been 
beavering away in the club amid the damp & cold! 
  
To date the room has been fully repainted and all light fittings replaced, we are awaiting 
the fitting of new flooring, window blinds and the arrival of new furniture. We have even 
made sure the bar has seen a bit of action and will ensure it is fully stocked! 
  
In addition we have installed a small modern projector system on the ceiling of the club to 
run training presentations (well that's what we sold it on) but really it’s to catch those 
important matches on the big screen - (don't forget it’s the Rugby World Cup this year!!!)  - 
Only joking Craig! 
  
So it remains to be said, we hope you all enjoy and  
appreciate the new clubroom! Any ideas of social  
occasions / training events that you consider worthy  
please shout! 
  
Finally I would just like to say a big thanks to all  
my diligent helpers - it wasn't so bad was it?  
(You all know who you are)! 
  
Thanks  
Merv New Vice Commodore 
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MRI On-line Shopping

 

Support your local lifeboat and 
shop on-line to help
Stonehaven’s search and rescue 
charity raise vital funds. Whether 
you are buying books from 
Amazon or ordering flowers from 
Marks and Spencer, if you 
access the websites through a 
special portal, the volunteers at 
Maritime Rescue Institute (MRI) 
will be paid some useful 
commission. 
 

www.buy.at/mri
 

 It is hoped the site may bring in 
a steady income, to help reach 
the £50,000 needed to keep the 
lifeboat and its volunteers in 
action. There are lots of big 
name shops. Check it out. MRI, 
have operated solely as a charity 
since January 2004 and are 
currently looking for major 
sponsors to help provide a 
replacement lifeboat (MRI 42). 

            
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

EXTRA SAILING AT NO EXTRA 
COST! 

 
Sailing will run to the end of November on Sundays 
at Stonehaven. If the membership is similar in 
number this year to last year then no extra duties will 
be required from members. The sailing programme 
will change slightly: 
 

Skene Saturday & Sunday Series  
March to end of May 

Skene Wednesday Series 
April to end of May 

Stonehaven Saturday Summer Series 
June to end July 

Stonehaven Sunday Summer Series 
June to end August 

Stonehaven Saturday Autumn Series 
August to end September 

Stonehaven Sunday Autumn Series 
September to end November 

Stonehaven Wednesday Series 
June to end August 

 
In recent years the weather in October and 
November has been warmer than the weather in 
March so hopefully a good number of you will use the 
opportunity to sail more. 
 
As you will see from the programme above, the 
Stonehaven Saturday and Sunday series has be split 
to make two separate series. Hopefully, this will 
make it fairer for those people who cannot sail on 
both days of the weekend. 
 
The Ladie’s race was not awarded again last year so 
this will be replaced by club racing. The AOODs have 
an extra thing to do on their duty days – see Shona’s 
catering report for details. 
. 
Hope to see lots of boats on the water in the coming 
season. 
 
Best of luck,    
John Deacon Sailing Secretary 

  RGU School of Architecture 
 
As part of their University degree second year architectural students will be working on 
developing concepts and ideas for a "state of the art" sailing club. It is hoped the top 3 or
4 students may be able to present to club members their ideas. Obviously there are no 
intentions to do anything radical at the club. However, it does offer the opportunity to 
consider the best of these ideas (at no charge to ASYC).
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Dates for the diary 2007 
Friday nights at ASYC 

 
Please come along help support your Club 
and meet your fellow members. Future 
events at the Stonehaven Clubhouse 
starting at 8pm, and the Club bar will be 
open. 
 
09 Feb Craig Evans RYA Race officer 
Training/management/Course setting. 
 
23 Feb John Cruickshank Commodore’s 
Pre-season Social and Family fun quiz 
night. 

Our planned Commodore’s quiz night will 
be fun: a popular quiz covering traditional 
elements and topical events of the day, 
including a cartoon and musical (sing 
along) section. Something for the youth of 
the club perhaps; bring along family and 
friends. This is planned to be a ticketed 
event to assist Shona Olson with catering 
requirements and manage costs.  

year, at least in the Skene season: 
 
AOOD and catering duties are now 
combined. Fewer duties are a common 
request, and this is one way of achieving 
this. 
 
At Skene we will be offering an increased 
range of wrapped snacks – crisps, 
chocolate etc and hot and cold drinks, but 
NO sandwiches. Conditions are basic in 
the Skene clubroom and hygiene is less 
than desirable, so this would seem the best 
time and place to pilot a change like this. 
Please do make your opinions known to 
me or the committee after we have given 
the pilot a chance. 
 
At Stonehaven, we plan to make increased 
use of our own refurbished bar. On 
Wednesday evenings we propose to order 
fish suppers, phoned in by AOOD. 
 
AOOD additional duties at Skene  

1. Bring 2 litres milk  
2. Fill up and turn on urn 
3. Where race management allows, help 

people access drinks and snacks between 
the races 

4. Tidy up club room at end of sailing and turn 
urn off 

 
Commodore’s Pre-season social and 
family fun quiz night: 
 
Friday 23rd February 8pm ASYC Bar, 
Shorehead. Admission by ticket, at £5
which includes Stovies, dessert and a 
cuppa at half time. Limited to 50 tickets on 
a first come first served basis. 
 
E-mail me at OlsSho@aol.com or tel 01224 
630817 to check availability,  
Cheques made payable to ASYC and  
sent to: 
Shona Olson, Catering Secretary,  
15 Beechgrove Place, Aberdeen, 
AB15 5HF 
 
Shona Olson Catering Convenor 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Catering Report 
 
First, thank you to the people who 
responded to my email, seeking club 
members’ ideas on how club catering 
should be taken forward. If you didn’t get 
round to replying or didn’t receive the 
email, please still drop me a line with your 
thoughts on the catering/social side of the 
club.  
We are going to try a few new things this 

  

  

  

  

  

Next newsletter is due April       
Any thoughts, suggestions or ideas – please let me know by early April on 

niel001@btopenworld.com

  

www.asyc.org.uk_________________ _________________________________________________________www.asyc.org.uk_________________ _________________________________________________________ 
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