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Dinghy Yard Excavations

It appeared as if "Time Team" had arrived at
ASYC. Geotechnical environmentalists Fairhurst:
appointed by Murray Architects, started their
excavations on the 19th February as part of the
ongoing environmental assessment of our dinghy
yard. Alex Taylor and Mike Dixon were on hand to
supervise. The suspect fuel oil tank was found
smack bang in the middle of the yard, just over a 1
metre under ground. It is approximately 1.5m x 3
m in size. Soil samples were taken for analysis and
soak away tests done.

The environmental survey has been
completed. It is established that there is no risk to
human health. However, total petroleum
hydrocarbons (TPH) contamination in the sall,
although below human health guidelines, indicates
TPH contamination associated with the tank has
the potential to affect the water environment. For
this reason the tank will ultimately have to be
removed. We are consulting with Aberdeenshire
Council presently.
There is no
immediate priority;
however, it is very
unlikely that the
tank can remain in
situ. Depending on
what we do with
the dinghy
shed, the removal
of the tank could
be done at the

same time as
any demolition
works.
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Commodore’s Comment

| trust you are all enjoying the start of the sailing season,
happy to be back on the water at Loch of Skene. It was
very pleasing to see so many happy smiling faces at the
Skene work party. House and grounds convenor Alex
Taylor was delighted with the response.

Hopefully you will find this release of Overboard both
interesting and informative. We had planned on issuing it in
electronic format but it was so close to the publication of
our 2007 Sailing Programme and Handbook we undertook
to send it by regular mail. Future publications will be
electronic. Thanks to John Deacon and the sailing sub-
committee for pulling together the programme. With the
newsletter you will receive a questionnaire from the
strategy group which | would strongly encourage all
members to complete and return.

Our series of winter socials were very successful. | extend
my sincere thanks to those who have contributed to some
excellent Friday Nights at ASYC. It is planned to continue
these during winter. In keeping with promoting the image of
the club within the local community we plan to support the
Sea Cadets' fundraising on June 30th and have
volunteered use of the club room. In the past we have also
supported the Lions Folk Festival Bar, (July 7" & 8" this
year) which helped raise over £1000 for local charities in
2006.

Our consultant engineers have just finished the
environmental survey of the dinghy yard and we are now
engaged with the Council (see article). Ed Gillespie and
Mike Fleming have kindly agreed to help work on this topic.
Nothing will be done during the summer months as we
need access to the yard for our dinghies. Any long term
solution and/ or proposal for the Dinghy Yard and Shed will
be presented to members at the AGM.

An interesting article from some founding members has
come to light which remarks upon the earliest days of the
Stonehaven Yacht Club. | would be pleased to receive
members’ ideas for the celebration of our 50th anniversary
next year, 2008. Are there volunteers willing to form a
specific work group to organise and arrange an event?
Please drop me a line.

As | write Richard Brooker will be preparing for the start of
Junior sailing (21 April) at Skene. Please offer Richard and
his crew every support. This year our Junior Fun and Meet
the Club Day is scheduled for Sat 26 May. Stonehaven
work party is set for 2nd June.

Enjoy the sailing. | look forward to your continued support.

John Cruickshank Commodore




