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Commodore’s Comment  
 

At the risk of sounding boring, I must mention the weather. Did I blink 
and miss the summer? Mid summer’s day has been and gone and we 
have seen some dismal sailing conditions at the start of our 
Stonehaven series. Poor visibilility (fog) has resulted in races being 
cancelled. On two occasions in June the storm booms were down 
over the inner harbour - unheard of at this time of the year. Our junior 
group have tried to sail but too have had to cancel. For us sailors 
meteorological conditions are all important: climate change, sun spots 
or whatever, it's not been great. I can only write with optimism, hoping 
conditions will improve and we can enjoy the extended sailing season 
this year at Stonehaven to the end of November. 
  
Various updates to the ongoing business of the club are contained 
within this third edition of Overboard. Matters of the dinghy yard and 
shed (including Time Team’s discovery of an ancient fuel tank) have 
challenged us, and matters are on hold, pending the development of 
a long term plan for the club, which members need to consider. The 
work of the strategy group, the questionnaires you completed and any 
other feedback will I hope all provide input to this process.  
  
Much discussion has been ongoing via Yahoo groups over boat 
parking. This is not a new topic; past committees have attempted to 
find a solution. Boat racking is being investigated; sadly there is no 
quick fix. I thank Andy our Bosun for his hard work in managing affairs 
and also to all members who have showed patience and helped. In 
2006 membership was just shy of 200, this year it currently stands 
at around 170. Despite this slight fall in membership we seem to have 
a similar number of boats as last year. Could all sailors take care 
when moving boats around. Some members have had their boats 
damaged this year. One other point raised by a member is that 
horrible subject of dog fouling in the beach dinghy yard. If you do 
see a member of the public allowing their dog to foul the area, politely 
point out that there are bins and could they please use them. It is 
disgusting! 
  
 
As a new Commodore it has surprised me how much work gets done 
not only by the committee but also by a dedicated few members of 
the club. They just get on with "jobs", quietly, in their own silent way. 
This is of great support to ASYC and to the membership at large. 
Who puts out the bins? Who sees to the rescue boat when the booms 
go down? Petrol supply, changes light bulbs etc? My sincere thanks 
to those unsung heroes of the club. 
 
One highlight of our sailing calendar will be the Summer Regatta on 
25th and 26th August. John Deacon and his subcommittee are already 
engaged in planning the event. Craig Evans will be our race officer 
and is similarly busy. If you are not racing and feel you can help in 
some way, please let JD know that you are available. Good work 
guys and gals, here’s to fair winds and a good turn out. 
  
As the fine summer evenings draw on, let’s hope they at last provide 
us with some good sailing. See you on the water. 
  
John Cruickshank Commodore 
 

 
 
 
Tim Jones at the ASYC Lions Session Bar 

during the Folk Festival weekend 7-8 July. 

The hidden talent of sailing members does 
not go unnoticed. Lions raised in the region 

of £1,500 over the weekend - excellent 

efforts. 

 

Wednesday Nights  
  

The initiative to make arrangements with 
the local chippy "The Bay" to supply 

suppers on a Wednesday evening is going 

down well with sailors. It’s rewarding to 

hear the very positive comments from 

members as they tuck into a fish supper 
and enjoy an ale from the bar. More 

recently, member Steve Blackburn has 

taken to supply his video camera to the 

RIB to record some on the water action. 

Sailors have been able to watch a replay of 
the evening’s race on the big screen. Turn 

outs for Wednesdays have been really very 

good with in excess of 20 boats on the 

water. Great to see. 
 


